
Minutes 
Planning and Zoning Meeting 

May 11, 2009 
 
 
On this 11th day of May 2009, at 7:00 p.m., the Planning and Zoning Commission convened in a 
Regular Meeting, and the same being opened to the public at their regular meeting place; thereof, at 
City Hall, 303 S. Teel Drive, Devine, Texas.  Notice of said meeting having been prescribed in Chapter 
551, Government Code, and Vernon’s Texas Codes, Annotated, and the following members thereof, 
being present, namely: 
 
    Doug Wilkins, Chairman  
    Ed Dougherty 

Darrell Murdock 
Jim Lawler 
Mike Herring 

 
Absent being: Onis Wiemers thus, constituting a quorum. 
 
Personnel present:  Darrell Rawlings, Code Compliance Officer and Maria Peña, Code Compliance 
Clerk. 
 
Others present: Robert C. Oberlender, 2721 CR 676, Devine, TX 78016, Chad Quisenberry, 340 
Sollock, Devine, TX 78016, Wade Carroll, 1125 CR 761, Devine, TX 78016, Diane Ramirez, P.O. Box 
474, Devine, TX 78016, Jose Velasco and Juan Camacho, 207 W. Hondo Ave, Devine, TX 78016. 
 
Commissioner Wilkins called the meeting to order. 
 
The first order of business was to discuss and consider approving minutes from the meeting on April 
6th, 2009.  
 
The Planning & Zoning Commissioners reviewed the minutes.   
 
Motion made by Commissioner Dougherty seconded by Commissioner Lawler to approve the minutes 
from the meeting on April 6th, 2009.   
 
    Ayes  --  Four 
    Nays  --  None 
    Absent  --  Two (Commissioner Wiemers) 
                (Commissioner Herring) 
Motion carried. 
 
 
The second order of business was to discuss and consider request made by Chad Quisenberry to grant 
a variance of fifty-five feet to the front property line located at 340 Sollock Drive, described as 
Wedgewood Estates Unit 2, Block 3 (NCB 187), Lots 12-13, for construction of an accessory building. 
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Chad Quisenberry explained to the commissioners that his plans were to build an outside kitchen with 
a bathroom next to his pool.  He advised the commissioners that several years ago a man hole was 
located in his backyard.  His plans were initially to construct the accessory building on top of the man 
hole which the city did not allow.  He explained that in order for him to build this accessory building 
and move away from the city sewer line he would need a variance.  Darrell Rawlings, Code Compliance 
Officer, explained that the front setback for an accessory building in Zone Class A. Single Family 
Residence District is eighty-feet from the front property line.  He further stated that the new location 
that Mr. Quisenberry had chosen would require a front setback of fifty-five feet instead of eighty-feet, 
but the accessory building would still be located behind a six-foot privacy fence, and would be in 
compliance with the side and rear set-back requirements.  He also informed the commissioners that 
initially there was adequate area to build the accessory building in compliance with all set-backs, but 
that the presence of a city gas line and a city sewer line that crosses his property on the west side from 
the rear utility easement to the Sollock Drive in front of his residence created an implied easement 
according to Tom Cate, City Attorney.  Maria Peña, Code Compliance Clerk, informed the 
commissioners that notices had been sent to the neighboring property owners and published in the 
paper as required and that no objections were received regarding Mr. Quisenberry’s variance request.  
Mr. Rawlings also explained that Raul Garcia, City Engineer, had been consulted regarding the matter, 
and that he stated that the building should be built no closer than five feet from the city sewer line, 
stating that five feet would be adequate to allow the city to access the sewer line if it ever became 
necessary for the city to do so.  Commissioner Dougherty asked if the City Engineer had suggested 
obtaining a utility easement for these utility lines.  Mr. Rawlings stated that he did not recall the 
suggestion and according to the City Attorney, there was an implied easement.  Ms. Peña stated that the 
utility lines were mentioned on Mr. Quisenberry’s deed. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Dougherty, seconded by Commissioner Lawler to recommend that the 
City Council grant a variance of fifty-five feet to the front property line located at 340 Sollock Drive, 
described as Wedgewood Estates Unit2, Block 3 (NCB 187), Lots 12-13, for an accessory building as 
requested by Chad Quisenberry. 
 
 

Ayes  --  Four 
    Nays  --  None 
    Absent  --  Two (Commissioner Wiemers) 
                                                                                                        (Commissioner Herring) 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The third order of business was to discuss and consider request made by Jose Velasco to grant a 
variance of thirty-four feet to the front setback at property located at the corner of Moore Avenue and 
Upson Drive, described as Devine, Block 58, Lot 13 & 14, for the construction of a 16-unit apartment 
complex. 
 
Commissioner Herring arrived at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 



Planning and Zoning Meeting 
May 11, 2009 
Page 3 
 
Darrell Rawlings, Code Compliance Officer informed the commissioners that this property was 
previously used as a carwash, and that the city records indicate that this property is currently zoned 
Class G. Retail Business District.  Mr. Rawlings explained that city ordinance does not require a front 
yard for property zoned Class G. Retail Business District unless part of the block on the same side of 
the street is in a more restrictive use district.  The neighboring lots on this block are currently zoned 
Class A. Single Family Residence District, which require a forty-foot front yard and therefore imposes 
the forty-foot front set-back on this property.  Diana Ramirez addressed the commissioners on behalf 
of Jose Velasco, and explained that she had been hired by Mr. Velasco to create a schematic design for 
an apartment complex to be built on Lot 13 and Lot 14, which Mr. Velasco purchased.  Mrs. Ramirez 
stated that she had designed an apartment complex with eight units considering a forty-foot front set-
back and ten-foot set-backs for all other sides, but that Mr. Velasco would like to build a 16-unit 
apartment complex, however a variance would be needed for construction of this apartment complex.  
She explained that Devine Little League Park would be across from the front of the apartment 
complex.  Mrs. Ramirez described the preferred building orientation on the lots would allow for 
parking on the back and the front of the apartment complex.  Mrs. Ramirez stated that the front yard 
would need to be reduced to 34-feet of parking in the front to allow for parking in the back of the 
apartment complex.  Commissioner Dougherty asked Mrs. Ramirez if the apartment complex would be 
two-story.  Mrs. Ramirez stated that the building would be a two-story building, and that the building 
would be facing Moore Avenue with a driveway on Upson Drive for the parking lot in the back of the 
apartment complex.  Mrs. Ramirez stated that Mr. Velasco did attempt to purchase the lot on Upson 
Drive behind Lot 13 and 14, but the owner was not interested in selling.  The commissioners held 
discussion regarding the proposed apartment complex.  
 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Dougherty, seconded by Commissioner Herring to recommend that 
the City Council grant a variance of thirty-four feet to the front setback at property located at the 
corner of Moore Avenue and Upson Drive, described as Devine, Block 58, Lot 13 & 14, for the 
construction of a sixteen unit apartment complex as requested by Jose Velasco. 
 
 

Ayes  --  Five 
    Nays  --  None 
    Absent  --  One (Commissioner Wiemers) 
 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The fourth order of business was to discuss monthly Code Compliance and Fire Marshal Reports for 
March and April 2009. 
 
Maria Peña, Code Compliance Clerk, stated that the reports were not ready at the time of the meeting.  
Darrell Rawlings, Code Compliance Officer, stated that he had been out of the office for the past few 
weeks, but that the reports should be ready for review at the next Planning and Zoning Meeting. 
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There being no further business to come before the Planning and Zoning Commission, Chairman 
Wilkins adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
             
                             Chairman 
 
 
____________________________ 
                    Secretary 
 
 


