
Minutes 

Regular Council Meeting 

June 16, 2015 
 
 
 
On this 16th day of June 2015, at 12:00 Noon, the City Council of the City of Devine convened in a 
Regular Meeting; the same being opened to the public at their regular meeting place; thereof, at City 
Hall, 303 S. Teel Drive, Devine, Texas. Notice of said Meeting having been prescribed in Chapter 551, 
Government Code, and Vernon’s Texas Codes, Annotated, and the following members being present: 
 

Mayor William L. Herring 
Alderman Hal Lance 

                                                           Alderman Steve A. Lopez 
     Alderman David Espinosa 
                                                                
Absent being Alderwoman Kathy Wilkins and Alderman David Valdez; thus, constituting a quorum. 

 

Personnel present: Gary Pelech, City Administrator; Denise Duffy, City Accountant; Tom Cate, City 
Attorney; and Ofilia Pedroza, City Clerk. 
 
Others present:  Marly Davis, Devine News; Steven Santana, Medina Valley Times; and Sonia J. Lance 
of Devine, Texas. 
 
Mayor Herring, presiding, called the meeting to order.  Mayor Herring also delivered the Invocation 
and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The first order of business was the Visitor/Citizens Forum.  
 
No one signed up to speak under this item. 
 
The second order of business was Recognition. 
 
Mayor Herring announced that the City received a Thank You Note from the Boy Scouts thanking 
the City for their participation in the Memorial Day Celebration.  We also received a Thank You Card 
from the family of Tommy Ramirez thanking the City for the flowers sent on the loss of their daughter, 
Alyssa. 
 
The third order of business was to discuss and consider Approval of Minutes:  Regular Meeting 
Minutes, May 19, 2015. 
 
City Council reviewed the minutes. 
 
Motion by Alderman Espinosa, seconded by Alderman Lopez to approve the minutes for Regular 
Meeting Minutes, May 19, 2015. 
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    Ayes  --  Three 
    Nays  --  None 
    Absent  --  Two – Alderwoman Wilkins, and 
                   Alderman Valdez 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The fourth order of business was to discuss and consider appointing a new Mayor Pro-Tem. 
 
Mayor Herring informed Council of the duties for the Mayor Pro-Tem. 
 
Motion by Alderman Lance, seconded by Alderman Espinosa to appoint Alderman Steve A. Lopez 
as Mayor Pro-Tem. 
 

Ayes  --  Three 
    Nays  --  None 
    Absent  --  Two – Alderwoman Wilkins, and 
                   Alderman Valdez 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The fifth order of business was to discuss and consider Council Appointments. 
 
City Council reviewed list of Council Appointments; however, Alderman Lance had questions on the 
Library Board.  They decided to accept the list as is, but would like to put the Library Board back on 
the agenda to discuss the duties of the Library Board. 
 
Motion by Alderman Lopez, seconded by Alderman Lance to approve all Council Appointments as 
listed. 
 
Council Appointments attached as Exhibit A. 
 

Ayes  --  Three 
    Nays  --  None 
    Absent  --  Two – Alderwoman Wilkins, and 
                   Alderman Valdez 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The sixth order of business was to discuss and consider adopting a Resolution of the City Council of 
the City of Devine, Texas electing not to currently require the remittance of a peg fee by holders of a 
state issued certificate of franchise authority. 
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City Attorney Tom Cate explained to City Council that under statutes we are allowed to receive 1% 
of a cable service provider’s gross revenues if we apply that to installing a public, educational and 
governmental station on cable.  He informed Council that the cost of doing that would be really high.  
He also explained that we would have to keep the money in a separate account and it would take 
forever to accumulate any money. He explained that the City cannot use this money for anything other 
than establishing this station.   
 
After Council discussion, City Administrator Gary Pelech recommended to Council to not require our 
cable customers to be billed for this peg fee. 
 
Motion by Alderman Lopez, seconded by Alderman Lance to adopt a Resolution of the City Council 
of the City of Devine, Texas electing not to currently require the remittance of a peg fee by holders 
of a state issued certificate of franchise authority. 
 
Resolution 6-15 attached as Exhibit B. 
 

Ayes  --  Three 
    Nays  --  None 
    Absent  --  Two – Alderwoman Wilkins, and 
                   Alderman Valdez 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The seventh order of business was to discuss and consider  adopting a Resolution of the City of 
Devine approving Cooperation with the cities served by AEP TCC to review AEP Texas Central 
Company’s requested approval of an adjustment to its energy efficiency cost recovery factor; hiring 
Legal and Consulting Services to negotiate with the Company and direct any necessary litigation and 
appeals; finding that the meeting at which this Resolution is passed is open to the public as required 
by law; requiring notice of this Resolution to legal counsel. 
 
City Administrator Gary Pelech told City Council that we have done this for the last three to four 
years negotiating with this company to look at all the fees associated with AEP.  He explained that 
there’s really no cost to us to be a part of this, so he recommended for Council to pass the resolution. 
 
Motion by Alderman Espinosa, seconded by Alderman Lopez to adopt a Resolution of the City of 
Devine approving Cooperation with the cities served by AEP TCC to review AEP Texas Central 
Company’s requested approval of an adjustment to its energy efficiency cost recovery factor; hiring 
Legal and Consulting Services to negotiate with the Company and direct any necessary litigation and 
appeals; finding that the meeting at which this Resolution is passed is open to the public as required 
by law; requiring notice of this Resolution to legal counsel. 
 
Resolution 6-15A attached as Exhibit C. 
 
 



Regular Meeting Minutes 

June 16, 2015 
Page 4 

 
Ayes  --  Three 

    Nays  --  None 
    Absent  --  Two – Alderwoman Wilkins, and 
                   Alderman Valdez 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The eighth order of business was Informational Items. 
 

• Crouch Street is the City’s priority. We are looking at better curbing and raising the west side 
of the street.  We will need some kind of drainage work on Windy Knoll, and we will know 
more in July, and would like to begin in July.  Depending on how much money is left over, if 
any, we would like to also work on Mt. Vernon, Rossville and McAnnely streets. 

• A Vietnam Banner in recognition of Ernest Frank Briggs Jr., the only person officially from 
Devine killed in Vietnam, was shown to City Council.  He was killed in Laos in a helicopter 
crash.  It was to be awarded to his family, whom we cannot locate, at a ceremony in Natalia 
two years ago.  Mayor Herring donated the banner to Devine VFW Post 3966, as they will 
continue to try to search for his family. 

 
There being no further business to come before the governing body, motion made by Alderman 
Lance, seconded by Alderman Lopez to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Ayes  --  Three 
    Nays  --  None 
    Absent  --  Two – Alderwoman Wilkins, and 
                   Alderman Valdez 
 
Motion carried. 
 
 
 
              
          Mayor 
 
 
 
      
      City Secretary 
 
 


