
Minutes 
Regular Council Meeting 

February 19, 2013 
 

On this 19th day of February 2013, at 6:00 p.m. the City Council of the City of Devine convened in 
a Regular Meeting; the same being opened to the public at their regular meeting place; thereof, at 
City Hall, 303 S. Teel Drive, Devine, Texas. Notice of said Meeting having been prescribed in 
Chapter 551, Government Code, and Vernon’s Texas Codes, Annotated, and the following 
members being present: 
 

Mayor William L. Herring 
                                                          Alderman Hal Lance 

   Alderwoman Kathy Wilkins 
      Alderwoman Gina Champion 

Alderman Steve A. Lopez 
                                                          Alderman David Valdez 
 
Thus, constituting a quorum. 
 
Personnel present: Gary Pelech, City Administrator; Tom Cate, City Attorney; Dora V. Rodriguez, 
City Secretary. 
 
Others present: Stephen Horton, Coleman, Horton & Company, LLP.; Mary Badillo, City Financial 
Advisor; Michael Burton, Emergency Communications Network; Sandy Herrera, Devine News; 
James Armstrong, Medina Valley Times; Monica Rodriguez, Keller Williams Legacy; Rene Muniz, 
Devine ISD Coach; Jordan Fraga, Zach Monreal, Catalina Monreal, Andrew Monreal, Vanessa 
Monreal & Baby Isaiah, Sonia Lance, Dave Morgan and Bob & Nancy McGowen, Devine, Texas. 
 
Mayor Herring, presiding, called the meeting to order. Mayor Herring also delivered the Invocation 
and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
The first order of business was the Visitors/Citizens Forum. 
 
No one signed up under this item. 
 
The second order of business was Recognition.  
 
Mayor Herring presented Zach Monreal and Jordan Fraga an award certificate for being selected for 
multiple Class 3A All-State Football Teams. 
 
The third order of business was to discuss and consider Approval of Minutes: Regular Council 
Meeting for January 15, 2013, Special Meeting for January 22, 2013 and Special Meeting for 
February 11, 2013. 
 
Motion by Alderwoman Wilkins, seconded by Alderwoman Champion to approve the Minutes for 
Regular Council Meeting for January 15, 2013, Special Meeting for January 22, 2013 and Special 
Meeting for February 11, 2013. 
 
                                                             Ayes        --       All 
                                                             Nays        --       None  
 
Motion carried. 
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The fourth order of business was to discuss and consider Trends by the Financial Advisor, Mary 
Badillo. 
 
Mary Badillo, City Financial Advisor, stated that she did not have the trends available at the 
moment. She mentioned that due to the fact that the City had gone through two Accountants within 
the last years, it took a lot of work to get the books in order. She praised Dora V. Rodriguez, City 
Secretary, and Denise Duffy, City Accountant, for their hard work to get the City in-shape for the 
Audit.  
 
Motion by Alderman Lopez, seconded by Alderman Lance to adopt the Financial Trends by the 
Financial Advisor Mary Badillo. 
 

 Ayes        --       All 
                                                             Nays        --       None  
 
Motion carried. 
 
The fifth order of business was to discuss and consider Audit Report/Management Letter by the 
Auditor. 
 
Stephen Horton, Auditor with Coleman, Horton & Company, LLP., informed the council that the 
city had a lot of discrepancies last year in March when he conducted an audit to see how the city 
financial books were with the new accountant at that time  He advised that he was glad to see that 
the city went in the direction that they did to make the necessary changes to fix the problems, and 
he wanted to also commend Dora V. Rodriguez and Denise Duffy for all their hard work in fixing 
all the discrepancies as a result of a good clean audit. At this time he went over the audit with the 
council and explained that the city is in good shape.  He also praised Mary Badillo, our Financial 
Advisor, for her help in working with the staff in preparing for the audit. 
 
Audit Report/Management Letter attached as Exhibit A. 
 
Motion by Alderwoman Champion, seconded by Alderwoman Wilkins to accept the Audit 
Report/Management Letter by the Auditor. 
 

 Ayes        --       All 
                                                             Nays        --       None  
Motion carried. 
 
The sixth order of business was to discuss and consider for the council allowing the City 
Administrator to negotiate a contract with Code Red for the Alert System. 
 
Michael Burton with Emergency Communications Network addressed the Council regarding the 
Code Red System. He explained that it is a reverse 911, web-based system. He elaborated on how 
various City Departments could use the system as well as how the community would benefit from 
Code Red. 
 
Council held brief discussion regarding the Code Red System. 
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Motion by Alderman Valdez, seconded by Alderman Lopez to allow City Administrator to negotiate 
a contract with Code Red for the Alert System. 
 

 Ayes        --       All 
                                                             Nays        --       None  
 
Motion carried. 
 
The seventh order of business was to discuss and consider the City of Devine Police Department 
Racial Profiling Statistical Report for 2012.  
 
Council reviewed the report.  
 
Motion by Alderman Lance, seconded by Alderwoman Champion to accept the City of Devine 
Police Department Profiling Statistical Report for 2012. 
 

 Ayes        --       All 
                                                             Nays        --       None  
 
Motion carried. 
 
The eighth order of business was to discuss and consider recommendation of the Planning & 
Zoning Commission Meeting held on February 11, 2013: 
 

a. Variance request made by San Antonio Legacy c/o Steve Cruz for Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation for variance to Article 3, Section  3 (Area Regulation), of the Zoning 
Ordinance which requires a 5-foot minimum side setback to allow a 2-foot encroachment of 
an existing one-family dwelling at property located at 314 Colonial Parkway W., which is 
described as Colonial Oaks Subdivision, Block 10 (NCB 136), East 70-feet of Lot 2. 

 
Mayor Herring explained that the house was built in 1963 and was placed in a position that it 
shouldn’t have been. 
 
Motion by Alderwoman Wilkins, seconded by Alderwoman Champion to grant the variance request 
made by San Antonio Legacy c/o Steve Cruz for Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation for 
variance to Article 3, Section  3 (Area Regulation), of the Zoning Ordinance which requires a 5-foot 
minimum side setback to allow a 2-foot encroachment of an existing one-family dwelling at property 
located at 314 Colonial Parkway W., which is described as Colonial Oaks Subdivision, Block 10 
(NCB 136), East 70-feet of Lot 2. 
 

 Ayes        --       All 
                                                             Nays        --       None  
 
Motion carried. 
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The ninth order of business was Informational Items.  
 

• Congratulations to Warhorses and Arabians  
• Congratulations to Aileen Montgomery and Housing Authority for receiving the highest 

rating on their Annual Review 
• Last Well is being dug for the Well Yard Remediation 
• Edwards Well is being pulled to patch it; it is currently off-line 
• County Commissioners Court next Monday to petition that the County join the City on the 

Tiff for the City Property 
• Comprehensive Plan starting on Monday 
• City not going to Austin on February 28th  
• The Fire Department has 100 fire alarms to give out. City to help distribute. Alderman 

Lance volunteered to help install alarms. 
• Alderman Lance has a birthday coming up on February 26th 
• Arabian Softball won a Tournament in Seguin 
• Appreciation to Dora, Mary and Denise for work on the Audit 
• Status of Hester Park: some cleaning was done then the project was put on back burner, 

Public Works to get back on it soon 
• Bobby Keylich back at work 
• Status of Library Wall: Gary stated wall hasn’t moved but it will still be fixed. 

 
There being no further business to discuss, motion by Alderman Lance, seconded by Alderman 
Lopez to adjourn the meeting. 
 

 Ayes        --       All 
                                                             Nays        --       None  
 
Motion carried. 
 
 
         __________________________ 
                Mayor 
 
________________________ 
         City Secretary 


