
Minutes 
Regular Council Meeting 

January 21, 2014 
 
On this 21st day of January 2014, at 6:00 p.m. the City Council of the City of Devine convened in a 
Regular Meeting; the same being opened to the public at the Dr. George S. Woods Community 
Center, 200 E. Hondo Avenue, Devine, Texas. Notice of said Meeting having been prescribed in 
Chapter 551, Government Code, and Vernon’s Texas Codes, Annotated, and the following 
members being present: 
 

Mayor William L. Herring 
Alderman Hal Lance 
Alderwoman Gina Champion 

                                                           Alderwoman Kathy Wilkins 
              Alderman Steve A. Lopez 
     Alderman David Valdez 
                                                           
Thus, constituting a quorum. 
 
Personnel present: Gary Pelech, City Administrator; Ofilia Pedroza, Assistant City Secretary; and 
Darrell Rawlings, Code Compliance Officer. 
 
Others present:  Nancy Pepper, Henry Moreno, DISD Board; Katelyn Riggs, Doug Greehey, Mary 
Greehey, and DeeAnn Greehey of Bigfoot, Texas; Julia Martinez, Anali Rodriguez, Alyssa Ornelas, 
Alyssa Ramirez, Edna Calame, Victoria Champion, Holly Howard, M. Greehey, Leigh Anne McIver, 
Mark Mangold, Sonia J. Lance, Kandi Darnell, Marcela Benavides, and Brian Sullivan, all of Devine, 
Texas. 
 
Mayor Herring, presiding, called the meeting to order. Mayor Herring also delivered the Invocation 
and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The first order of business was the Visitors/Citizens Forum. 
 
No one signed up to speak under this item. 
 
The second order of business was Recognition. 
 
Mayor Herring recognized the following: 
 

• The Community Thanksgiving Dinner was a big success with approximately 600 plates 
served to the community. 

• Blue Santa was very successful this year. 
 
The third order of business was to discuss and consider adopting a Proclamation proclaiming the 
accomplishments of the 2013 Devine Arabian Volleyball Team on their advancement into post-
season play, their high level of achievement, and their exemplary character both on and off the 
court. 
 
Mayor Herring read the Proclamation out loud as he recognized the Arabian team, and 
congratulated and applauded the entire team and coaches.  Coach Leigh Anne McIver then 
introduced each team member and announced their individual accomplishments. 
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Motion by Alderwoman Champion, seconded by Alderwoman Wilkins to adopt Proclamation 
proclaiming the accomplishments of the 2013 Devine Arabian Volleyball Team on their 
advancement into post-season play, their high level of achievement, and their exemplary character 
both on and off the court. 
 
Proclamation attached as Exhibit A. 
 
    Ayes  --  All  
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The fourth order of business was to discuss and consider Approval of Minutes: Regular Council 
Meeting, November 19, 2013; Special Meeting, December 3, 2013; and Special Meeting, January 7, 
2014. 
 
City Council reviewed the minutes. 
 
Motion by Alderman Valdez, seconded by Alderman Lopez to Approve the Minutes for Regular 
Council Meeting, November 19, 2013; Special Meeting, December 3, 2013; and Special Meeting, 
January 7, 2014. 
 
    Ayes  --  All 
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The fifth order of business was to discuss and consider entering into an Interlocal Agreement 
between the City and the Devine ISD for the Tennis Courts. 
 
City Administrator informed City Council that City Attorney Tom Cate had to leave to Kansas for a 
funeral.  He was supposed to send something in but as of 5:00 p.m. today, he still had not received 
anything. 
 
Mayor Herring and City Council held brief discussion about holding a special meeting as soon as 
possible. 
 
Motion by Alderman Lopez, seconded by Alderman Lance to table this item for a future special 
meeting as soon as possible. 
 
    Ayes  --  All 
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The sixth order of business was to discuss and consider adopting an Ordinance on an engineering 
and traffic investigation being determined the maximum, reasonable and prudent speeds on the 
section of SH 173 from Control-Section 421-1 and MP 39.037 which is at the western city limit, 
easterly to MP 40.172 just west of Windy Knoll Avenue, for a distance of 1.134 miles approximately. 
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City Administrator Gary Pelech explained that TxDOT did a traffic study and determined that the 
speed limit coming into town is at 70 mph right about CR 5710 and they want to move that out; 
that’s too fast to be reducing speed from 70 to 55 mph coming in to a school zone. They want to 
move out to where Big A’s is and start there at 60 mph and then reduce speed to 55 mph at CR 
5710, and then the rest of the way will remain the same.  He explained that technically this doesn’t 
have a lot to do with the inside of the city limits but because it is that close to the city limits, they’re 
going to give us the opportunity to pass this ordinance. 
 
Mayor Herring read the ordinance out loud to the public. 
 
Motion by Alderwoman Champion, seconded by Alderman Lopez to adopt Ordinance on an 
engineering and traffic investigation being determined the maximum, reasonable and prudent speeds 
on the section of SH 173 from Control-Section 421-1 and MP 39.037 which is at the western city 
limit, easterly to MP 40.172 just west of Windy Knoll Avenue, for a distance of 1.134 miles 
approximately. 
 
Ordinance 01-14B attached as Exhibit B. 
 
    Ayes  --  All 
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The seventh order of business was to discuss and consider proposal submitted by Park Place 
Recreation Designs, Inc. for the Park on Windy Knoll. 
 
Mayor Herring informed Council that we have other parks but this is only for the park on Windy 
Knoll.  He explained that we’ve budgeted $10,000 for this to start which means that we can budget 
another $10,000 next year, or we can budget more and include Hester Park (or John Curcio Park).  
Mayor Herring said he would like to double that amount and budget it for next year and go ahead 
and start working on the other park which still needs a lot of work and we need to do a master plan 
of where we’re going to put everything. 
 
Alderwoman Champion added that she’s sure County Commissioner Jerry Beck can provide some 
assistance. 
 
City Administrator Gary Pelech told Mayor and Council that we could take the adult fitness out; that 
could be the second phase.  He also feels that the City could provide the labor; that would be saving 
$12,000.  He explained that if we could do that and finance this over the next five years, there may 
be some room for us to put a smaller set like this over at Hester Park.  He said he would like for 
City Council to give him the authority to go ahead and start negotiating to try to bring this down. 
 
Mayor and Council then reviewed the proposal, page by page, which included two options.  
Discussion was held on the cost of the two options; option one being $34,011.00 and option two 
being $30,179.00, without the adult fitness, and either option being ADA compliant.  What we have 
now was great 20 years ago but is not safe anymore and does not meet the ASTM/CPSC code or 
the ADA code. 
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City Administrator Gary Pelech informed Council that he’s worked with this gentleman before, and 
asked Council for the authority to work on this to see if we can get on a five year plan.  He 
explained that with the $10,000.00 we’ve already budgeted, we may not need to add anything to that.  
He said we may just need to do that every year for five years, and then we can have it done and 
possibly the other park as well, even if we have to add a little bit.  
 
City Council held discussion on various surfaces that can be used and the savings that could be 
made by having the City do the work.  City Administrator Gary Pelech stated that as soon as we 
make a deal with this company, they’ll send the equipment and we can do the installing; we don’t 
have to wait the five years to do this. 
 
Alderwoman Wilkins asked if we can look into the walking paths to see if we can improve them.  
City Administrator Gary Pelech said he would look into this because he also wants to give 
something for the parents.  Rather than have them just wait in their vehicles, they could use walking 
trails or maybe have benches and tables for them. 
 
Mayor Herring added that we are going to see what we can do on the park on Windy Knoll with the 
understanding that we are going to try to budget next year to start on the park on Hester Street. 
 
Alderman Lance said he would like to hear a firm commitment to the park on Hester, rather than 
just talk. 
 
Mayor Herring responded that we can put a commitment right now that we will look very closely at 
the budget and try to get money in to start on the park on Hester next year. 
 
Alderman Lance stated that the park on Hester looks like it’s out of a third world country. 
 
Discussion was held on the money lost due to the lawsuit the City encountered on the park on 
Hester and losing all the money we had on legal fees; $25,000 was spent just on the property and 
then we lost the $40,000 for the park. 
 
Mayor Herring stated that we are giving a commitment to work on all of the parks.  On a related 
basis, he also mentioned that they are trying to get the money back from the skate board company 
with the commitment of putting in some playground equipment at the park where the skate park 
was going to be. He said this is the latest plan but that all depends if they can get the money back 
that they spent on the down payment of the skate board equipment. 
 
Alderman Lance asked what the probability was of that happening. 
 
Mayor Herring responded that there is no way of knowing.  He said the company has called him and 
asked him to pay the second half of it.  His answer to that was that he could not commit to that 
unless City Council put it on the agenda and budget it for that amount. 
 
Mayor Herring then asked City Administrator Gary Pelech if the people with Park Place could come 
down to answer any further questions we may have.  City Administrator Gary Pelech said he still 
needs to meet with them anyway because he needs to get more information on the financing and 
find out what it’s going to cost to do just what we want and find out whether or not we can add 
another unit to the park on Hester, and be able to do it all at one time.  He said he would get back to 
Council to inform them what we can get done. 
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Motion by Alderwoman Wilkins, seconded by Alderwoman Valdez to authorize City Administrator 
Gary Pelech to negotiate with the representatives of Park Place Recreation Designs, Inc. for the park 
on Windy Knoll and Hester park improvements. 
 
    Ayes  --  All 
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The eighth order of business was to discuss and consider recommendations of the Planning & 
Zoning Commission for Meeting held on January 6, 2014 and January 13, 2014 and the Public 
Hearings on Final Reports for items (b), (c) and (d): 
 

a. Request made by Richard Camacho for a variance to Article 11, Section 3, Sub-section 1 
(Front Yard) of the Zoning Ordinance which requires a 20-foot minimum front yard setback 
to allow for an addition of an 8’ x 40’ covered porch and the extension of an existing gable 
on an existing one-family dwelling at property located at 303 Ross Avenue, which is 
described as Original Town of Devine, Block 4 (NCB 132), Lot 7 (South half); (R14434). 

 
Mayor Herring informed City Council that Part a. will need to be tabled because we are still waiting 
on a legal document from Mr. Camacho (the deed) that he owns that land before we give him a 
variance. 
 
Motion by Alderman Lance, seconded by Alderman Lopez to table this item until we receive a legal 
document from Mr. Camacho (the deed) showing that he owns that land before we grant him a 
variance. 
 
    Ayes  --  All 
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 

b. Public Hearing:  To change the zoning classification of property consisting of approximately 
5 acres of land located along the east side of Wilson Drive and Ross Drive from Webb 
Avenue north to Hayden Avenue and including Lot 6 of Block 7 in the City of Devine, from 
Class B. & Class C. Single Family Residence Districts to Class H. Commercial Business 
District, which is proposed to  include any or all properties with the following addresses: 
Wilson Drive (R14456), 400 Hayden Avenue, 406 Hayden Avenue, 307 Wilson Drive, 
Bowman Avenue (R14449), 412 Bowman Avenue, 414 Bowman Avenue, 416 Bowman 
Avenue, Ross Drive (R14442), 411 Ross Drive, 413 Ross Drive, 503 Ross Drive, 503-A Ross 
Drive, 505 Ross Drive, 507 Ross Drive, 511 Ross Drive, and Ross Drive (R52517). 

 
At 6:34 p.m., Mayor Herring announced that the public hearing was open.  He read the request out 
loud as maps were handed out to the City Council.  Council reviewed the map showing which 
properties were to be affected.  
 
Code Compliance Officer, Darrell Rawlings, informed the Council that the Zoning Change was 
initiated by the City do the fact that someone was interested in buying the Independent Grocery 
Building. He briefly discussed why the zoning change was needed.  
 



Regular Meeting Minutes 
January 21, 2014 
Page 6 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
At 6:39 p.m., Mayor Herring closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Motion made by Alderwoman Wilkins, seconded by Alderwoman Champion to approve the Final 
Report for changing the zoning classification property consisting of approximately 5 acres of land 
located along the east side of Wilson Drive and Ross Drive from Webb Avenue north to Hayden 
Avenue and including Lot 6 of Block 7 in the City of Devine, from Class B. & Class C. Single 
Family Residence Districts to Class H. Commercial Business District, which is proposed to  include 
any or all properties with the following addresses: Wilson Drive (R14456), 400 Hayden Avenue, 406 
Hayden Avenue, 307 Wilson Drive, Bowman Avenue (R14449), 412 Bowman Avenue, 414 Bowman 
Avenue, 416 Bowman Avenue, Ross Drive (R14442), 411 Ross Drive, 413 Ross Drive, 503 Ross 
Drive, 503-A Ross Drive, 505 Ross Drive, 507 Ross Drive, 511 Ross Drive, and Ross Drive 
(R52517). 
 

Ayes  --  All 
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 

c. Public Hearing: To change the zoning classification of a portion of Lot 2, in the Paradigm 
Subdivision, such property is the same property annexed in February 2010 under City 
Ordinance Number 01-10 and is located along the west side of Highway 132, from Class A. 
Single Family Residence District to Class I. Light Industrial District, which is proposed to 
include any or all properties as follows: Highway 132 (R64623). 

 
At 6:40 p.m., Mayor Herring announced that the Public Hearing was open.  
 
Mayor Herring explained that the property in question was North of the County Building on Hwy 
132 N. 
 
Code Compliance Officer, Darrell Rawlings, explained that when the property was annexed in 2010 
the Zoning wasn’t changed and now that the owner was trying to build an apartment building on the 
property the zoning needed to be changed. 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
At 6:43 p.m., Mayor Herring closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Motion made by Alderwoman Wilkins, seconded by Alderwoman Champion to approve the Final 
Report for changing the zoning classification of a portion of Lot 2, in the Paradigm Subdivision, 
such property is the same property annexed in February 2010 under City Ordinance Number 01-10 
and is located along the west side of Highway 132, from Class A. Single Family Residence District to 
Class I. Light Industrial District, which is proposed to include any or all properties as follows: 
Highway 132 (R64623). 
 

Ayes  --  All 
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
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d. Public Hearing: Request made by Brian Sullivan to change the zoning classification of his 
property at 703 Zig Zag Avenue, which is described as P.C. Hattox Addition, Block 4 (NCB 
154), North Parts of Lots 3 & 4, and is located on the Southeast corner of the intersection of 
Zig Zag Avenue and Renfro Drive, from Class A. Single Family Residence District to Class 
F. Neighborhood Shopping Center which is proposed to include any or all properties 
described as follows: 703 Zig Zag Avenue (R15604). 

 
At 6:45 p.m., Mayor Herring announced that the Public Hearing was open. 
 
Mayor Herring informed the Council that in the early 1970’s a man by the last name of Crawford 
came before the Planning & Zoning Commission and they voted unanimously to change the zoning 
from Class A. to Class H. He added that over the years it continued to be used as a commercial 
building. 
 
Code Compliance Officer, Darrell Rawlings mentioned that Mr. Sullivan said that the potential 
buyer was interested in opening an Electrical Contractor Office for the Oil Field there which would 
fall under Class F. Neighborhood Shopping Center.  
 
Mayor Herring said that at the last Planning & Zoning meeting the Commissioners voted 6-1 in 
support of changing the zoning, the Commissioner who voted no said that he felt it was spot 
zoning. 
 
City Administrator, Gary Pelech, stated that the Zoning Change was done by Planning & Zoning 
back in the day, however, Council never approved so that is what is being done now. 
 
Alderwoman Wilkins suggested that the zoning for other buildings needed to be addressed and 
changed if needed.  
 
At 6:49 p.m., Mayor Herring closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Motion made by Alderwoman Wilkins, seconded by Alderwoman Champion to approve the Final 
Report for change the zoning classification of his property at 703 Zig Zag Avenue, which is 
described as P.C. Hattox Addition, Block 4 (NCB 154), North Parts of Lots 3 & 4, and is located on 
the Southeast corner of the intersection of Zig Zag Avenue and Renfro Drive, from Class A. Single 
Family Residence District to Class F. Neighborhood Shopping Center which is proposed to include 
any or all properties described as follows: 703 Zig Zag Avenue (R15604). 
 

Ayes  --  All 
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The ninth order of business was to Discuss and consider adopting Ordinances amending Zoning 
Ordinance to reflect Zoning Changes. 
 
Mayor Herring read Ordinance.  
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Motion made by Alderman Lopez, seconded by Alderman Valdez to adopt Ordinance to amend 
Zoning Ordinance to reflect Zoning changes.  
 
Ordinance 01-14 C attached as Exhibit C. 
 

Ayes  --  All 
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The tenth order of business was to Review Quarterly Investment Report. 
 
Council reviewed the report. 
 
The twelfth order of business was Informational Items. 
 

• Softball was fixing to start 
• VFW has a meeting on February 9, 2014  

 
There being no further business to come before the governing body, motion was made by 
Alderwoman Wilkins, seconded by Alderwoman Champion to adjourn the meeting. 
 
    Ayes  --  All 
    Nays  --  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
              
          Mayor 
 
 
      
      City Secretary                                                                                              


